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SPECIALTY FOOTWEAR, A COMPLETE PROCESS AND MORE
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COMPLEX SPECIALTY FOOTWEAR

This chapter contains three different cases of very unique specialty footwear. Each case is really a complex
challenge. All three cases were ultimately successful.

The emphasis of these four books is for you to learn how to make your own molded shoes, boots and sandals.
If you are making footwear for others, be very cautious about the work you do for anybody.

One of the purposes of this chapter is to let people who have problems know that there may be helpful
solutions and/or improvements available with molded footwear. Another purpose is to give them confidence in
the learning of how to make their own molded footwear.

This is a look and observe chapter.

1 This customer had a lot of previous experiences with 2 This was my first pair for her.
orthopedic type shoes before coming to me. But, she had
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3 These shoes were good except they were large 4 These shoes allowed her to walk well and with more
around the heel and ankle. Some of that excess fullness can comfort than any other shoe she had worn. We both agreed to
come from the build up of fluids in the legs and feet during a start with one pair of shoes as a first pair of footwear.

long automobile ride. The castings are, therefore, a little large.

MURRAY SPACE SHOE name and design is a registered trademark.
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5 | thought they were pretty good for a first pair starting 6 These pictures of the first pair were taken when she

from scratch and getting the balance, lift and gait issues came back for another pair about a year later. | want you to
satisfactorily addressed. see the complexity in the required lift. No body knows the

correct measurements and angles.

S—

7 Ditto. 8 The wearer has to determine what feels best.

9 Ditto. Notice that the shoes look large around the 10 Ditto.
back of heel. Some of that fullness will be reduced by the

thickness of socks. The next pair of shoes or boots will definitely

fit better.

@ mvofdeqg » [/ -. 2 -alrepduttibns aré unautBquized Sde page'viii for personal use excep-
[0}



Book 3 of 4 CASTING METHODS & SPECIALTY FOOTWEAR

11 Ditto. 12 Ditto.

13 Notice the bottom of shoe. The shape is important. 14 The wearer has to determine what contributes to the
most comfortable gait. | can only recommend and listen to the
wearer.

15 Notice the tilt for stability. 16 Notice the upturn of the ball to toe area.
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17 This was my set up for building the shoe and getting 18 Ditto.

the balance and lift correct.

19 Ditto. 20 This time she wanted a boot for the right foot for
balance and ankle stability. | wanted to save the boot cast for
obcbobk™ b ~ka afak®©q t~"kq gql

21 | therefore, built a top for the shoe cast and matched 22 The extended shoe cast is on the left. The boot cast is
the size and shape to the boot cast. | used masking tape to on the right.

build a form and poured plaster into the form. Then | removed

the form.
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23 I improved the extended shoe cast as an artist might 24 | spent a lot of time getting the extended shoe cast to
build a sculpture. be an improved replica of the boot cast.

25 Qeb bugbkaba pelb "7~"pq e”p26kl tDittob I jb ~ 2dll ac«
boot last. Notice how | have achieved correctness of
alignment.

27 Ditto. 28 Ditto.
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33
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| have made and fitted the inserts to the lasts.

The back lining leather has been applied to the last.

Ditto.
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30 | am continually going back and forth to the checking
and rechecking of alignment. Besides the correctness of the
last form, alignment is everything in importance!

32 Ditto.

34 Ditto.
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