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SPECIALTY FOOTWEAR

Specialty footwear is any shoe, boot or sandal which requires changes from our normal and simple styles. Any
design changes, changes in materials, modifications or mtandard color selection are considered to be
specialty orders. Therefore, it is important for the customer and artisan/footwear maker to agree upon changes
at the time of order.

Pictures 1 and 2 are the boot of a gentleman who had a serious accident during the WWII period. His foot
was saved but a lot of bones were removed during the surgery. He lived in a town where a Doctor of Podiatry
had a family shoe store. The doctor was associated with the Murrays and their SPACE SHOES. The doctor
took a cast of the gentleman's feet and sent the casts off to the Murrays. The Murrays made many shoes and
boots for this gentlemen over the years.

The gentleman told me that the doctor was willing to work with him so he bought many shoes (boots). Each
time his gait improved and his foot felt better. Apparently, this was a difficult case for the doctor and the
Murrays. | assume that it was hard to determine at first glance what to do to achieve immediate perfection.
I think there are some invisible balance and stability issues internally in the foot. | think the Murrays did

a lot of wonderful work for this gentleman and many other people.
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pair of ski boots and he was still wearing them more than 50 years later.

When my mother and | purchased the rights of the Murray Space Shoe businesses from Mrs. Lucile Marsh
Murray in 1979, we inherited this gentleman as a customer. The doctor sent us a cast of this gentleman's feet. |
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and he said the gentleman would like to talk to me. | talked to the gentleman. | listened to what he said. |
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me see your feet and do my own casting. He agreed. He came. | listened to him. | saw his feet, how he
walked and many more of his previous pairs.

| cast the gentleman and made him the boots in picture 1 and 2. | have been making boots for him for
more than 30 years. | still use the same cast with some slight modifications as he ages. Luckily, | have had no
major problems or remakes.

About five years ago, this gentleman shared an experience he had had while playing golf. He said
an orthopedic surgeon had joined his foursome. About the end of the game, the orthopedic surgeon asked him
what was wrong with his foot. He said he was in an accident and the doctors removed the talus etc. He said
geb |l oqgel mbaf ™ prodblk ill hba ~q efj ~ka p~rfa* 2aKI
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The gentleman told the orthopedic surgeon that he had found shoemakers who were willing to work with him.
And, that they have made it possible for him to walk in comfort.

MURRAY SPACE SHOE name and design is a registered trademark.



CHAPTER 15 Specialty Footwear

This experience, and others in my custom molded footwear making career, taught me that it is very important
for the footwear maker to observe and talk to the client or customer directly. The footwear maker should be
present at the time of casting or be the caster.

Therefore, | developed some rules for myself.
1) No third party intermediaries!
2) All customers must come to see me to place their first order and be cast by me!

3) No exceptions!

Some specialty footwear can be easy to make, some can be a real challenge, and some can be a complete
failure! It takes time to learn any art or craft. The fabrication skills are fairly simple, but the know how for all the
different clients is not so easy to acquire. Many times it can be pure trial and error or plain luck to be able to

satisfy a client or customer.

The hard part is that you can put a lot of work and energy into each project. And, you will never know the
outcome until you are completely finished. Then the client or customer is your judge.

This chapter is devoted to examples of specialty footwear | have made and repaired. It is only a small
percentage of my work, because most of the time | was so busy working that taking pictures of everything | did
was not on my list of priorities.

This chapter has a lot of pictures of oddly shaped shoes, boots and sandals. The purpose of this chapter is to
make sure you fully understand the connection of the cast or last to the footwear.

It is now time to really connect in your mind the importance of the cast or last to the shoe, boot or sandal.
Everything else is secondary!

Remember, the cast or last makes the shape of the inside of the shoe, boot or sandal because the molded shoe
processes make the shoe, boot or sandal from the inside outward. When you look at the cast or last, you
should be able to visualize the inside shape of the shoe, boot or sandal.
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designation of a simple and easy to make outer design style for the exclusive purpose of pricing.

Please take some time to observe the diversities in our human population. | hope you develop compassion for
everyone including those less fortunate in physical attributes. | think we are all lucky to be able to live on planet
Earth, even if it is for a short time.
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1 The right boot is for the uninjured foot. The left boot 2 | am sure the doctors who did the reconstructive
helps the customer to stand and walk in a balanced and surgery did their very best. But, sometimes putting the human
comfortable position. body back together again is very challenging. This is an

example of how custom molded footwear can help the wearer.

3 The right boot has more than four inches of a dummy 4 The left leg is short and the person needs a heel lift.
front, because that much of the foot was amputated after an
accident.

5 The wearer just has badly distorted feet. 6 A pair of shoes with a non wedge heel. The soles
have been removed. This could be done for the purpose of
relieving pressure under the arch. The effect is that support
under the arch is reduced and that may be good or bad.

MURRAY SPACE SHOE name and design is a registered trademark.
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7 This client may have had some polio. She also broke 8 These boots gave her better balance. She walked for
her ankle when young, and she never received medical two more years. She wore these boots almost to the end. She
attention. She lived with this hardship until she was about 97 passed away a few weeks before becoming 100 years old.
year old. This was her first pair of custom made boots. She was a remarkable customer with a great disposition.

9 This shoe was made for a non mobile knee and a 10 This is the pair.
short leg. The yard stick indicates the leg so you can see how
the bottom of the sole is rounded for the easiest gait possible.
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11 This customer needed an open toes sandal with 12 Notice the sandal is flat, but the sole has a rock at
maximum support, but had severe swelling which changed a toe and heel.
lot because of diabetes.
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13 View of the inside shape of the sandal and the 14 Another sandal in the making, which required a very
objls~_ib af™_bqf > fkpbog | ¢ Mboftpogefing bvgrhhd tees (no sock only very thin lining leather
and a thin soft outer leather.
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17 Now leathered and soled, this pair has modified heel 18 The back of heel wedge has a small rocker design
wedges without a heel lift and a very pronounced ball to toe added into it.
angle in order to compensate for the inflexibility of the foot.

MURRAY SPACE SHOE name and design is a registered trademark.
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19 Notice the bottom back of heel wedge which has a 20 > sfbt | c geb p~jb pqvibp* ||

rounded taper to aid in the heel strike. All these modifications and one has a buckle top strap.
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21 Ditto. 22 A view of similar sandal styles with different strap
designs.

23 Ditto. 24 A view of three different shoes made from a
mol mof bgrov Jba~“ge”"kbA ebbi rpef
maximum cushion in the midsole area and for the insert. The
il > hp ~ob ~rsArfi " 824070401 j Hf kdpi |

@ mvofdeq » [/ -.2 -alirep@duttikns ard unautBquizad. Sde page'viii for personal use exception.
T



Book 3 of 4 CASTING METHODS & SPECIALTY FOOTWEAR

25 The use of the general Lielani sandal design with 26 Ditto.
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27 A pair of shoes for a customer with polio. Polio was a 28 Ditto.

terrible epidemic until medicine found an answer. The Murray
Pm~ b PelbAp kbsbo “rob ~ mol _ibj* _rqgq qgebv al ~iilt

people with polio to function a lot better than other footwear.

29 Ditto. 30 Ditto.

MURRAY SPACE SHOE name and design is a registered trademark.



